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PREFACE . 


To  the  Mayor  .and  Members 

of  the  Saffron  Walden  Borough  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1953. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Borough  were  very  satisfactory, 
total  Births  being  129  (including  3  Stillbirths)  in  1953 
compared  with  80  births  (2  Stillbirths)  in  1952,  and  once 
again  the  death  of  only  one  child  under  One  Year  of  Age  was 
recorded.  There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  due  to  causes 
connected  with  Childbirth  and  no  cases  of  infection  during 
the  lying-in  period. 

There  were  111  deaths  in  1953  compared  with  97  in  1952 
but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  death  occurred  from 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  measles,  poliomyelitis  or  any  form 
of  accident.  Seven  deaths  occurred  from  influenza  compared 
with  2  in  1952,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  only  1  death 
from  pneumonia  compared  with  4  in  1952. 

Only  1  death,  as  m  "'.352,  was  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
(this  was  a  patient  who  had  moved  into  the  Borough  from  another 
district),  but  6  cases  ol  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
and  four  moved  into  the  Borough,  making  an  increase  of  10  in 
the  year  compared  with  4  (three  primary  notif ications ,  one  case 
from  another  district),  in  1952. 


It  has  been  noted  all  over  the  country  that  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  are  greatly  reduced  while  the  notif ications  of 
new  cases  remain  at  a  high  level. 


In  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  14.4.54  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  lowest  annual  total  of  notifications  recorded  for 
England  and  Wales  was  46,000  in  1939.  This  rose  to  51,000  in 
1941  and  was  still  48,000  in  1952.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  this  high  level  of  notifications  may  be  due  to  more 
accurate  diagnosis  of  cases,  and  research  is  now  going  on  in 
an  attempt  to  find  out  the  true  facts  of  the  case. 


Two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year  - 
one  at  the  begihning  of  the  year  and  one  in  September  -  but  in 
both  cases  the  infection  appeared  to  have  been  contracted 
outside  the  Borough.  The  usual  careful  follow-up  of  contacts 
was  carried  out  and  the  need  for  stringent  precautions 
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impressed  on  them.  The  value-,  of  -  such  precautions  is  becoming 
more  and  more  evident  and  it  now  seems  to  be  established  that 
poliomyelitis  is  chiefly  spread  by  the  virus  (  a  minute  germ  ) , 
being  passed  from  the  bowel  by  patients  and  contacts  and 
transmitted  to  others  through  insufficient  attention  to  personal 
and  general  methods  of  hygiene.  Disinfectants  rapidly  kill 
the  virus  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  hands  should  be 
disinfected  BEFORE  and  AFTER  leaving  the  toilet  (  to  avoid 
infection  being  conveyed  to  door  handles,  etc.).  It  is  also 
essential  that  great  attention  should  be  paid  to  sewage 
disposal  and  the  protection  of  faeces  from  flies.  This  applies 
particularly  in  rural  areas  with  no  main  drainage. 

No  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  during  the  year, 
but  a  patient  who  developed  severe  abdominal  pain  and  profuse 
vomiting  subsequently  died  in  hospital  and  the  findings  of  the 
post-mortem  examination  resembled  those  due  to  food  poisoning. 

DEATHS  FROM  FOOD  POISONING-  ARE  DEATHS  THAT  SHOULD  NOT 
OCCUR  -  every  single  death  from  food  poisoning  is  one  death 
too  many.  It  is  only  by  health  Education  in  personal 
hygiene  for  the  food  handler,  both  within  and  without  the  home, 
that  we  shall  put  an  end  to  this  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  and 
save  those  who  have  less  severe  infections  from  much  discomfort 
and  loss  of  working  hours. 

In  the  past,  the  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
a  Local  Sanitary  Authority  has  been  chiefly  concentrated  on  t'ye 
factors  tending  to  reduce  and  control  the  prevalence  of  the 
more  serious  infectious  diseases.  With  the  decline  in,  and 
greater  control  of,  these  infections,  it  is  now  our  duty  to 
promote  a  desire  for  positive  health  and  not  merely  seek  for 
freedom  from  disease.  in  addition,  paople  are  now  living 
longer  and  the  needs  of  the  aged,  and  the  sociological  problems 
connected  with  these  needs,  are  brought  more  and  more  before  us. 

When  we  begin  to  consider  the  principles  of  healthy  living, 
the  strains  and  stresses  of  modern  times  engage  our  attention. 

It  was  stated  recently  in  the  Press  that  more  people  are  absent 
from  work  during  the  year  due  to  small  nervous  disorders  than 
from  the  common  cold,  influenxa,  and  allied  common  ills.  Many 
of  the  factors  causing  stress  are  beyond  the  sphere  of  control 
of  a  local  Authority , (for  undoubtedly  much  stress  is  due  to  the 
uncertainties  of  our  times  and  decline  of  belief  in  a  personal 
God)  but  many  a  breakdown  of  personality  can  be  traced  to  the 
constant  wearing  trials  and  frustrations  of  daily  life,  and 
the  local  authority  that  is  trying  to  promote  positive  health 
must  face  the  fact  that  many  of  these  stresses  should  not  occur 
in  a  well-regulated  society.  Chief  amongst  these  trials  may 
be  cited  lack  of  privacy  due  to  poor  housing  facilities  and 
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lack  of  quiet.  Inau.ffioA«*t  attention  has  been  given  to 
this  question  in  the  past,  for  well  designed  housing  estates, 
sound-proof ing  of  walls  etc.  etc.,  can  do  a  great  deal  here. 

It  is  for  the  large  local  health  authorities  to  deal  with 
the  health  problems  of  the  individual  -  the  school  child,  the 
expectant  mother,  the  physically  and  mentally  handicapped,  etc., 
but  it  is  for  the  authority  concerned  with  environmental 
problems  to  see  that  the  environment  of  the  persons  concerned 
is  conducive  to  their  good  health  and  well-being. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  particularly 
the  Health  Committee,  for  the  encouragement  given  me  during  the 
year  and  the  Borough  Officials  for  their  help  and  assistance. 

My  particular  thanks  are  due  to  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer  for  h.is  unfailing  co-operation  and  to  my 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Ledgerton  xo  whose  integrity,  industry  and 
good  humour  I  cannot  pay  too  high  a  tribute. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IRENE  M.  CONWAY  HASTILOW. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A  -  Statistics  and,  social  cond  it  ions 

of  the  Borough . 

Area:  7,502 


Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate  of 

resident  population  mid-year  1953):  7,170 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1953)  according 

to  Rate  Books:  2,334 

Rateable  Value:  (April  1st  1953)  £48,101 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (Year  ended  31.3.53)  £184 


Extracts  from  Vital  St atistics 
(  corrections  being  made  lor  inward 


Total  Male 

LIVE  BIRTHS:  Total:  126  60 

Legitimate  :  120  59 

Illegitimate  :  6  1 


of  the  Year . 
and  outward  transfers) 
Female 

66  )Birth  Rate 
61  )per  1000  of 
5  )the  estimated 
population. 


STILL  BIRTHS :Total:  3 

Legitimate  :  3 

Illegitimate  :  0 

DEATHS:  Total: 111 

per  1000  of 
the  estimated 
population : 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  1 953  1 5 • 5 . 


3 

3 

0 

45 


-  )  17.9 

:  ) 

66  )Death  Rate 


1, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 


Cause  of  Death  Male 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Tuberculosis,  other  0 

Syphilitic  disease  0 

Diphtheria  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Meningococcal  infections  0 

Acute  poliomyelitis  0 

Measles  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  0 


Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 


2 
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14. 

15. 

16 . 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Male 

0 


3 
0 
0 
6 

5 
0 

6 
5 

4 
1 
1 
0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
0 
2 


Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

_  ,  .  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Inf luenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Gastritis ,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  &  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy ,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  0 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  0 

All  other  accidents  0 

Suicide  ^ 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war  1 

DEATHS  from  puerperal  causes:— 

Prom  puerperal  sepsis:  0 

other  puerperal  causes;  0  luoai  u 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:  (Legitimate  1) 

-  (Illegitimate  0)Total  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:  (Legitimate  1) 

(Illegitimate  0)Total  1 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births:  7„g 

dIseaseeWfl.inge?hryeiI?.m0rtality  fr°ffl  any  Particular 

Measles  ...  , 

*  •  •  25  (5  in  1952) 


Pemale 

2 

6 

0 

2 

10 

4 

1 

14 

7 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 


Total  0 


Erysipelas  .  .  . 
Poliomyelitis . . 
Pood  Poisoning 
Whooping  Cough 


8  (1  in  1952) 

2  (Nil  in  1952) 
1  (Nil  in  1952) 
5  (17  in  1952) 
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Diphtheria : 


Dor  the  fourth  year  running  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
were  notified  in  the  Borough. 


Tuberculosis 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1953. 

Notifications:  6  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 

notified  and  4  cases  moved  into  the  Borough. 

Deaths:  One  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred 

in  1953- (This  was  one  of  the  cases  that  moved  in  from 
another  district.) 


Pood  Poisoning  Outbreaks: 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year 
one  case  only  having  been  notified. 


Non-notif iable  Infectious  Diseases: 

No  serious  outbreaks  occurred  during  the  year. 


4. 


CIRCULARS,  etc.,  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/53 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  6/53 

Ministry  of  Health  93222/1/1 67. 
Circular. 

Ministry  of  Health  94117/1/11 
Memorandum. 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  3/53 
Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  11/53 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  12/53 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  16/53 
Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  19/53 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  23/53 

Ministry  of  Food  Circular.  24/53 
Statutory  Instrument  No. 299. 

Statutory  Instrument.  No. 1407 
Statutory  Instrument.  1821/53 


1.  Annual  Reports  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  1952 

2.  Review  of  Certain  Appoint¬ 
ments  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 

The  Public  Health  (Infectious 
Diseases  Regulations  1953. 

National  Health  Service. 
Outbreaks  of  Communicable 
Diseases  in  Hospital. 

National  Health  Service. 
Hygiene  in  Hospital  Catering 
Departments  -  Food  Poisoning. 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations 
1949.  Approved  Oxidising  & 
Preservative  Agents. 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations 
1949.  Approved  Oxidising  & 
Preservative  Agents. 

The  Prevention  of  Nuisance 
from  Blow  Flies. 

Clean  Catering. 

The  Salvaged  Goods  (Revocation) 
Order  1953. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  &  Sterilised 
Milk)  (Amendment) 

Regulations  1953. 

The  Milk  &  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Regulations  1953- 

Notification  &  Prevention 
of  Infections  Diseases. 

The  Salvaged  Goods 
(Revocation)  Order  1953. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Pasteurised  &  Sterilised  Milk) 
Amendment)  Regulations  1953. 
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Statutory  Instrument  1876/53 


General  Register  Office 

Circular  4/1953 


General  Register  Office 

Circular.  5/53 


The  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education. 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
Circular. 


Letter  from  the  Cleric  of 
the  County  Council. 


The  Milk  &  Dairies  (Amendment) 
Regulations  1953* 


Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  1952.  Vital  Statistics. 


Six  Leaflets  of  How  to  Combat 
Dangers  from  Food  Poisoning. 

Details  of  New  Examination  in 
the  Inspection  of  Water  and 
Drainage  Installations. 

Civil  Defence.  Radiological 
Courses  for  Medical  Officers  of 
Health. 

Reference  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  35/52  dated 
19th  December  1952. 


Medical  Officers  of  Health 
Annual  Statistics. 


Ministry  of  Health.  Clean  Pood  Campaign. 

Letter  dated  28-10-53  New  Wall  Sheet. 
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SECTION  B  -  General  provisions  of  Health- 
Services  for  the  Borough. 

g-ago:r>a-~kQry  Service  -  Bacteriological  Service.  The  district  is 
served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge. 

Ambulance  Facilities  -  A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is 
provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council.  The  ambulance  station  is 

aJ+Saffr°n  Wal^en  and  is  on  the  telephone,  but  as  the  driver  and 
attendant  may  be  away  from  the  station  answering  a  call,  persons 
™  an  ambulance  are  advised  to  dial  '999f  and  ask  for  an 

?  f;,  Where  "there  is  no  dialling  system  it  is  sufficient 

to  lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for  an  ambulance. 

^nn+n^°^“emersency  cails  are  only  accepted  from  a  hospital,  a 
doctor. or  nurse,  or  other  competent  person  such  as  a  duly 
authorised  officer  of  the  Mental  Health  Service.  y 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  ESSE"  C0NN1Y  COUNfiTT,. 

gome  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  M.idwijFWy  _  These  services  are 
carried  out  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives  resident  in  the  Borough. 

Domiciliary  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors  -  -i « 

Visitor  for  Saffron  Walden  Borough: - "  °ne  Health 

Domestic  Helg  Service  -  Applications  for  domestic  help  should 
be  made  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex  Divi si ™  snouia 
75  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford.  Division, 

g.§y.e  Expectant  Mothers  -  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  nn 
Saffron ' Walden?^  ^  “  the  High  S?ree?| 

slid  at  SffvnnnwUbt0  sc-h-g-^ra-gg-  "  Chila  Welfare  sessions  are 
held  at  Saffron  Walden  every  Friday  afternoon.  Children  are 

immunised  against  diptheria  and  whooping  cough  at  all  clinies 

Vaccinations  are  not  carried  out  at  the  clMics  as  a  routine 
but  are  performed  by  the  family  doctor.  routine, 

5frcarried°lutC|tI|l?gJv,  E?«ular  S°hool  Medical  Inspections 
asainst  dinttieni  ap  schools.  Children  are  immunised 
parents/  Pth  and  whoopinS  °°ugh  with  the  consent  of  their 

HOSPITALS. 

hospitals  which  serve  the_Saffron  Walden  popuLIMn  are  ttose 
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in  Saffron  Walden,  Cambridge  and  Bishop’s  Stortford.  Cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring  hospital  care  are  admitted  to 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Newmarket  and 
Bishop's  Stortford. 

_ Jl’r Clinics  are  available  for  the  population  of  the  Borough. 

There  is  one  at  Saffron  Walden  General  Hospital  and  one  at 
Castle  Hill,  Cambridge. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  provided  at  the  Clinics  at 
Addenbrooke ' s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  Haymeads  Hospital, 
Bishop’s  Stortford. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1918.  Section  47. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  Statutory  Action  under  this 
Section  during  1953. 


SECTION  C.  ~  Sanitary  Circumstances  of 

the  Borough. 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  year  two  sets  of  automatically  controlled  sewage 
©jectors  have  been  installed  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  take 
the  place  of  the  old  pumping  plant  which  was  falling  into  a  poor 
state  of  repair  and  efficiency.  Apart  from  general  routine  and 
maint enenc e  no  further  works  have  been  carried  out.  It  is  sti1! 
very  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  standard  of  effluent  now  beinv 
aC51?u6J  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  the  past  few  years 
and  that  the  existing  systems  appear  still  capable  of  dealing  with 
the  increased  flow  due  to  housing  developments.  6 


SWIMMING  BATH 


The 
with  the 
pool  has 


purification  plant  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily 
result  that  a  high  standard  of  purity  of  water  in  the 
been  maintained. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Prom  time  to. time  the  water  at  Sewards  End,  whilst  passed 
as  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes  did  not  reach  the  high 
standard  of  bacteriological  purity  generally  achieved  in  the 
Borough  District. 

A  supplementary  hypochlorinator  was  therefore  installed  at 
Pounce  Hill  pumping  station  since  which  time  the  standard  has 
been  preserved  at  a  very  high  level. 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  Ill  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 
Appearance  .  Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity  .  Nil  Odour  .  jfn 

Colour  .  Ml  free  Carbon  Dioxide  ....  24 

PH  . 7.2  Total  Solids  .  400 

Electric  Conductivity..  595  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Chlorine  present  as  Carbonate  . 265 

Chloride  ....  17 

Hardness:  Total. 190  Carbonate. . 190  Non-Carbonate  ....  0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  .  40  Nitrite  Nitrogen  ..Less 

.  .  _  _  _ ,  than.. 0.01 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen..  0.015  Oxygen  Absorbed  .  0.05 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen..  0.000  Residual  Chlorine  _  Absent 

Metals  .  Absent 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is 
moderate  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline 
constituents  in  solution.  Its  organic  quality  is  of  a  high 
standard. 

ihese  results  are  indicative  of  a  water  which,  from  the 
aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis,  is  pure  aid  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Dated;  6th  August  1955  Signed  . 
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bacteriological  results. 


The  following  is  a  typical  report: 

Nature  of  Sample  •  i  0+  -j 

P  Standpipe,  Waterworks. 

2.  Standpipe.  Castle  Court,  Castle 

Street. 

Bate  and  hour  of  collection;  18.  3.  53 
Bate  and  hour  of  arrival;  ]«  *  crX 


Bate  of  Report;  20. 3. 53 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  2  days  37°C.  aerobically  -  per  a 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacCon*ey  2  days,  37°0. - 

Above  two  samples  =  0  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  .  per  10Q  ^ 

Other  Examinations 


Remarks ;- 


These  water  samples  are  satisfactory. 

Signed  . 
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REPORT 
of  the 

BOROUGH  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  year  1953. 


REPORT  OF  THE^BOROUGH  SANITARY  INTPEETOP 

for  fTminqg - iis±^LOR 

PREFACE  . 

Bo°rouIhMSouniil!aermen  *nd  Cwncillors  °f  the  Saffron  Valden 
Mr. Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

year'll 95 3 f  h°n°Ur  t0  SUbmit  this  W  third  annual  report,  for  the 

work,  involving  a^i^does  "one^of  the°h  C°nCern  of  Publi0  health 

The  need  fcr  concern  is  shown  partly  in  the  7  envix,°nmental  hygiene- 

applications  to  the  Council  for  a-omoda-ion aCr%Slns  nu!rt,er  of 

— -  JMoaduion.  The  analysis  of  the 


ciearly 
houses 


the 


register,  on  page  7*  shows  cueariv  the  rv=»®d  i  v-  •  • 

large  number  of  >•  small  unlt"'housh  and  -h"  r  ffAffU3;;011  ft  a 
and  four  bedroomed  houses  havino  -m!  v  3  ? 037  threB 

Council  of  the  larger  families'  UringMe  pas?  &  J££“Bing  ^  tte 

has  been  mSiifSfa" ^  t00i> 

sh^r^^:nan?ei°L^!?enf  £?£?■  ^  "  «* 

easily  be  traced.  A  SemlShlTttt  2.?P?n’  w\loh  °™la  not 
operation  for  six  months  and  U'  ^•L^cJtl0n  Plant  has  "been  in 

the  purity  and  standard  of  ?he  water  ^  i1j  i3  ^at 

guarded.  '  Lr  &uPPl.y  is  now  completely  safe- 

care  seems  to  be'^taken'^regarding'^th^handi  throu8h°ut  the  year,  more 
still  appear  to  be  a  matter  which  re^irse1^^^^*^0'*'1 

Housing^and^Food  Hygiene?'*'??  ’  ******  -ith 

to  he  taken  on  matters  which  have  ^or*  -vVl016?1’  Ijlle  way  for  action 
The  improvement  of  many  sound  bn+  ouuda-nd  !!  l0Dg  been  out standing, 
matter  which  will  gai/impSSs^  eVd ^ide ? 
accommodation  which  haq  innrt  n-  ,  thereby  a  scandard  of 

The  clearance  of  SnheSthy  lr?as  1°?^  and  re^rea  *y  “any. 
many  years,  will  also  have  to  Db ' "vtn  na^l r®Stehf °J  80 
families  displaced  the  alternalv  I  f  d  provioe  for  the 

minimum  of  facilities  for  washing  etc  d  nt  mouses  with  the  accepted 


' 


*< 


' 


p™ 


thanks0espeo°mLWiohthe  n  ■ 

suMort?eS,ThedcooperationbofSoff- the  Co^nc,11  for  their  help  and  lg 
all  times  been  gladly  given  and  most  Welcome!131'  departments  has  at 


l  have  the  honour  to  he, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


A ,  E .  GREENSMI  TH , 


WATER  S  U  P  p  L_Y 

durSgnfhe0fy:^ert£°va^1ee  1^°  ?Uppl*  Was  ^ried  °*t  regularly 
below  y  ’  Va]'Ue  of  saB1Pbmg  and  control  is  indicated 

results  thereof^-8  summary  of  the  number  of  samples  taken  with  the 


or  examination 


Number  of  samples  submitted 
Reported  as  satisfactory 
Reported  as  fairly  satisfactory  ... 
Reported  as  unsatisfactory. 

•  •  •  •  •  *  «, 

relateSen?RSirerrted  as  ™satisfaotorv 
elate  entirely  to  samples  takrn  f-.-'or 
Committee .  af+py.  7  11  "-oni 


60 

48 

6 

6 


J 

v’/ 


for  a  public  supply, 
rds.End.  The  Water 
in  view  of  the  evidence 


Committee  after  considering  the 

installed"^ ^ sui table 8 b vp c c b  1  or ina *  ~r " r .°?^+ u ^  deciding”^o  have 
Pounce  Hill.  At  the'  emi  ~-p the  Pumping  station  at 
fitted  and  nearly  readv  for  use1  ^LrtI  ;/]e  hypochlorinator  was 

be  report ed^as^satisf act ory^^and3^  of  water  will 

of  the  Town's  water  supply  ’  n'  011,1  1:0  tile  usual  high  standard 

°f  th.  Cambridge 

and  for  her  co-operation  at  all  limes  lnterest  in  this  matter, 

Bathshle0  allleportedHsa-tisfactorv0  Ea^S  fiends  School 

"andlrimming  P°01  Was  found  "at  all  timeslo 

amples  taken  from  other  sources: 
dumber  of  samples  taken 

^ells .  ... 

Springs  . 

?y^1“SPppP°shlethllh.elprovideran°1°Sed  33  beln«  '“fit 

upply  were  re-housh  byhlf  ^  their* 


10 

8 

2 


1 


'jc  it  v ;  .  4*i  1  VJ  tjjfjj  5  SI  \  R  , '  ll 


■  >?i«  J 


INSPECT  ION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOT) 

MILK 

Two  premises  are  registered,  by  the  Council,  as  Dairies 

registered^v^'th^M61'3^3011^11?  milk  wi1:ilin  ihe  district,  are 
Defter  th  MlnisJry  of  Agriculture  and  Pisheries,  and  one 

Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  licence  has  been  granted  by  the  County  Counci 

y?ar  re§ular  inspections  were  made  of  dairy  premises  ard 


w  ere 

Results  of  samples^submi  ttP?  f"  •  cause  or  Probable  cause 

samples  submitted  for  examination  were  as  follows: 


Total  Number  of  samples  taken 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Satisfactory 

Not  satisfactory 

Pasteurised 
Satisfactory  . . . 

Not  Satisfactory  ... 

Voided 


103 

72 

8 

13 
2 
2 


were  Satisfactory  In" 

cleanliness.  J  e„iis^actory  m  regard  to 

for  tti71takingnof1sampleI0fornchenifaiAUth?rity’  Were  resP°nsible 
of  such  samples  are  not  It  Sled  ?o?he  Cowell.  ^  qUaUty'  Results 

Ifhu^rculosiranfbruoella^boftu^cr"”1118111011  f°r  the  deteetion 
showed  the  samples  to  be  negative  organl8DB  ln  tlle  ®il*.  tests 

various  timtsfrandWtlsultsmth^edS+htteno+k®uf?r  •  exf*ination  at 
'as  being  paid,  in  some  inqtqnp(a  J  *  +?10  J  sufficient  attention 

following  representaticn^results  'were^muoheimproved?re^Ul  wssdlinS- 


2 


. 


»  4  • 


' 
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ICE  CREAM. 


Twenty  two  premises  are  registered  by  the  Council,  under  Sec-Mo-’  uq 
£ssex  County  Council  Act  1933,  for  the  storage  and  sale  olice  croln 

alsonregistered?tl0nS  Wre  ****  ivxia^  the  ****>  0Ke  Mnufacturer  is 

Samples  were  taken  regularly  of  ice  cream,  the  results  are  given 

Total  number  of  samples  taken 

"*■  0  •  •  •  •  o  •  *  i,  • 

Graded  1  .  . 

Graded  11  . 

Graded  111  . 

*  *  •  •  •  •  •  ...  ... 

Graded  IV  ... 


24 

14 

1 

5 

4 


MEAT 

qTpn0>h  +  °  j^undred  and  seventy  visits  were  made  to  butchers'  shop® 

SS»  ¥! 

and  meat  products  found  on  examination  to  be  A11  meab 

consumption  was  volunte-iiy  ™  ^  ^  01  llOT1"n 

of  the  figures  for  anir^lV  3  fre  glven  below 

thousand  five  hunted  more  an  in"  3  sdaughterhouse  .  One 

than  during  the  previous  year  slaughtered  during  the  year 

Meat  inspection  continued  to  involve  many  hour*  be^n  ~r  •>■>-+  o+  +u 

SSKKffSAffi*  -  „„hri3iS's,"h2* 


MR§l_§nd_Other  Foodstuffs  Examined 
— 9.IH#  Human  Consumption : 
Other  Foodstuffs : 

Fre-Packed  Food 
278 


and 


215 


Meat 

Fruit 

Milk 

Vegetables 

Soup 

Fish 

Jams 

Pastes 

Pudding 

Cream 


The  bulk  of 
animal  feeding. 

*r  />  «...  1 


600# 

310# 
a. 

pi 
^2 

32 

7# 

li 


lbs 

ii 

n 

ii 

m 


l. 

2 


the 

The 


Sausages 
Imp o r ted  Mutton 
Imported  Beef 
Pork  H.K. 

Mutton  H.K. 

Beef  H.K. 

Cheese 
Bacon 
Fish 

38  Turkeys 

above  foodstuffs  were  collected 


94 

133 

795 

10* 

84# 

22# 

44# 

3# 

140 

491 


lbs 

it 

it 

n 

n 

ii 

h 

ii 


animal  reeding.  The  fond  hn-i  no- ""1"  "UiiClJ^a  and  used  for 
to  animals  and  poultry  61ng  Steam  stenliseS  before  being  fed 
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Beef 

15  Carcases  . 

Parts  of  Carcases  ...  ... 

0ffai  .  :::  :::  ::: 

Mutton 

5  Carcases  . . 

Parts  of  Carcases  . 

Offal  .  . 

. 

Veal 

3  Carcases  . 

Parts  of  Carcases  . 

Offal  . 

.  ...  ... 

Porfc 

36  Carcases  . 

Parts  of  Carcases  . 

Offal  .  . 

*  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ... 

The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  those  for 


6 , 565 

lbs 

(8,6.11) 

2,146 

n 

(2,247) 

4,876 

ii 

(6,599) 

262 

it 

(  652) 

9 

it 

(  34) 

101* 

it 

(  250) 

125 

n 

(  281) 

36 

ii 

(  53) 

4  j  232 

ii 

(4,613) 

806 

ii 

(  456) 

1,221* 

n 

(  672) 

the  previous 

year. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Cond  ercned : 


tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
arcases  of  which  some  parts 
or  organ  was  condemned 
ercentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 


38 


4.03 


0 

0 

0 


Cattle 

Calves 

£!  h.  P  43  Tl 

iNumber  slaughtered 

Number  inspected 

A  J  1  ~  ^  rx  —  - — - 

1  1115 

1115 

i  327 

327 

2962 

2952 

-rlgS 

2004 

2004 

_  cAuem,  - - - — - 

tuberculosis : 

i  hole  carcases  condemned 
arcases  of  which  parts  or 
organs  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
afiected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

6 

249 

22.86 

— - - — — 

3 

0 

.91 

5 

15 

•  67 

35 

i  241 

13.77 

0  1 

0  13 

0  .69 
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(b) 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

( a )  Premises^i^gistered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Ant..  loxa 

fenuf  cf  rf  ff  f  esfveff  of^rf  f°r  the  ^ration  -or 
these  premises  df  fg  +hf  d-  J,eSular  visits  were  made  to 

found  to  be  satisfactory  fft  sJandard  was>  on  the  whole, 
were  made  regarding  th/mnr+'"°  instances  representations 
sausage  making  Th»  nL  dltl0n  0f  rooms  t,elnS  used  for 
improvements  within  a  shortetime?rrle<J  °Ut  various  necessary 

in^he^fsIr^tMfSeL^twSro8!3  ^  Caterlng  e^ablishm.ents 
It  was  found  thi+  ^  twenty-one  were  inspected  in  detail, 
to  those  parts  of  VhP  30me  instances ,  attention  was  "being  given 

expense  of  rooms  beingPused1S|o3rUnrd  f°r+the  Sale  °f  food  a*  the 

is  not  a  part-time  aotivitff ofifit^ff tention  to  hygiene 
on  one  aspect  of  food  handling  T+  f  SUf  to  concentrate 

conscientious  effort  at  "bTi  f-i  2nly  a  determined  and 

poisoning,  and  uncleln  food  f  food  handlers  that  food 

reduced  to  a  IS  Can  be  elll“^ated  or  at  least 

guf  anf  frf 0f  fooa  Poisoning 

attentionfand  ttoee^a ctfs  aPf  ar  t0fe  given  sa«ioient 
are  those  which  need  propefoo-rf  f  i0f  mPeratUre  and  moisture  - 

temperature^ fofsuff ieient°timf wilf^6^  •  ?nd  is  *eP*  a*  a  warm 

medias  for  the  growth  o?  fu  f”flpr0vide  one  of  the  best 


c) 


As,  for 

weather  for 
breeding 
"been 


medias  for  the  grow  h  f  fn  7  W111  provide  one  c 

example,  -  g  °wth  °f  food  Poisoning  organisms. 

a  periodfftwfor  ttoLf  ays^mf  dUring  warm 

ground  for  pathogenic  bartSi.  11  Provlde  a  perfect  _ 

contaminated  by  unclean  hand  a3 ’  SPeClally  if  it  has  been 
course,  cannot  be  seen  by  the’naked  fvpWth  th®Sf;  bactepia,  of 
looking  clean  and  wholesome  ™  y®’  and  sach  ±ood  although 

There  is,  however,  an  app^enfL^"-^6"1?83  be  dangerous.  g  “ 
premises  up  to  a  properPstand  -nd * ?U+ilg- effort  to  bring 
of  facilities.  There  is  a^-o^  t0  lmProve  the  provision 

handlers  that  -to  look  clean"  M^en?Ba  a?0ngSt  food 

be  clean','  at  all  times,  is  the  p  7^!?:  ’  and  that  "to 

appreciated  that  cleanliness  and’ fond'  f^*  lt  must  also  be 
solely  to  food  premises  w  SjL±0?d  1]y-lene  do  not  apply 
Food  Poisoning.  ’  also  apply  to  the  home  kitchen? 

Investigations  were  made  during  +>io  ,T~ 

cases  or  suspected  cases  of  ffff/  ln  respect  of  four 
notified  appeared  to  be  due  to  local  S.0'alng'  lsr°ne  of  the  cases 
seemed  evident  that  the  cases  were  "imporfd-f  nffhelisf riot. 
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housing 

Inspection  of  Dwell ing  Houses . 

(a)  Humber  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 
detects  and  accommodation  etc 

Nimter  of  visits  for  the  p^pos^ . 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so . 

angerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  houses  (Exclusive  of  (c)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  -f-; +-  -p  v  /  uuna 

Number  nf  re-Pe°Ps  fit  for  human  habitation 

iM umber  of  houses  rendered  fit,  f oil  owing 

service  of  informal  notice,  by  owner  2 
Overcrowding . 

,2piy+°n!,  ca|e  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found 
red  to  the  Housing  Committee  for  onri  o  a  ^  ^  ^  ~  _o 


M 

(c) 


(d) 

(e) 


.  . .  20? 
. . .  409 


6 

39 

23 


and  was 


One  ease  of  overcrowding w-f  X  a  derati°n  of  re-housii 

the  Council.  ng  W“S  abs''ed’  family  being  re-housed  by 

Unfit  Houses . 

AreaV°andathe’necessarynprocedu?eSsas  tahdehlaUd  U  be .a  "Clearance 
the  demolition  of  all  the  hor^^i  in  +  hP  ‘Sn  by  Jhe  Gouncil  "to  secure 
the  houses  in  another  clearer np°-^  ^  ?rea*  Tile  demolition  of  all 

the  outbreak  of  war,  had  not  "at  th^end' wltJl  ^ust  Prior  to 
Six  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  ^nC,  Jhe  ye?r  been  ca-ried  out. 
reported  to  the  Housing  Committee  "  Tn  th  hUl71an  habitation,  and  were 
owners  undertook  to  carrv  out  nP^QQ  th  Case  of  tw0  Houses,  the 
before  the  houses  were  again  let"  A^oqi^^n  ?nd  imProvenients , 
house,  and  the  future  user  of  thpPP  0rder  was  made  on  one 

with  the  owner.  °f  three  other  ho^es  was  under  discussion 

Hew  Houses. 

WorkhLd°b^eld’  ^^n^rother^rslns .  h°U3eS  had  been  00mpleted 

M9t  the  needs0oTsee::rdsnEndeand0niStHUWald0fn?Werlty'tWO  h°US6S  to 


6 


Council  Houses. 


The  total  number  of  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  constructed  by 
the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  518.  Pre-war  houses  -  178, 
and  post-war  329,  (including  20  prefabricated  bungalows).  9  other 
dwellings  are  controlled  by  the  Council,  including  8  hutments. 

Housing  Applications . 


The  number  of  fresh  applications  steadily  increased,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  ninety-five  new  applications  had  been  made.  The 
allocation  of  houses  was  based  on  a  "Points  Scheme"  v/hich  has  been  in 
operation  for  two  years.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year:  ' 


Total  number  of  applications  . . . 
New  applications  during  the  year 

Applications  from: 


302 

95 


Single  persons  .  .  .  . 

Engaged  couples 
Married  couples  with: 

No  children 
One  child 

Two  children  (same  sex) 

Two  children  (opposite  sex')  .  . 
Three  children  ’  .  . 

Pour  children 

Five  or  more  children  . 


17 

6 

86 

105 

23 

25 

19 

11 


This  figure  includes  married 

first  child. 


couples  who  are 


expecting  th 


•  a 


The  above  figures  are  exclusive  of  five  families  living  in  tsmrv 
hutments,  and  two  families  living  in  other  temporary  accommodation" 

doesUnotbrefleotSth«t?at  T®  number  of  applications  to  the  Council 
wi+?  reflect  the  true  '-housing  need"  of  the  Borough.  There  are 

prS: 

tSlffwTofsSlL3^  erected 
be  b°ped  that  proposed  new  legislation  together  witS 

could  hvhS  S^atl0n  Wl11’  at  least,  arrest  the  waste  of  houses  which 
at  the  sLeffr  a??  improvement,  serve  many  years  of  useful  life,  anc 
e  same  time  allow  for  the  clearance  of  the  "’olack  spots’.’ 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACT  0  R  I  E  S 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  particulars  of  premises 
registered  by  the  Counoil  under  the  factories  Act,  1937 

INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 


Number  on 
Register 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


factories  in  which  Section 
1 > 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , and  6  are  enforceable 
by  the  Local  Authority, 
factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers  premises) 


7 


4 

49 

4 


Number  of 

Written 
Inspections  Notices 


1  0 

3  0 

1  0 


TOTAL  57 

5  0 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEfECTS  were  found: 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were 
_  found 

.  _  found , 

want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature ( 3 . 3 )  - 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  - 
Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  - 
a.  Insufficient 
U.  Unsuitable  or  defective 
c.  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not 
including  offences  relating 
to  outworkers  premises 


Remedied 

2 


To  H.M. 
Inspector 


By  H.M. 
Inspector 


TOTAL 


. 

■  , 


' 


I  Q  J  ^  N  T  CONTROL 

spreader  ?n?esLfS  ofroden^^"8  ^  year  to  the 

probably  due  to  the  “usual?v  m^d  To"ards  the  end  of  the  year, 
infesting  houses  and  other  bui]d}nJT atfler’  the  number  of  rats 

However,  some  success  was  achieved®!  r,S£SW  t0  <lulte  alarming  numbers, 
to  a  minimum.  achieved  m  keeping  the  infestations  down 

that,  in  th|yfflain!  tL^Lufie?^  w“e  Vv“d  and  buil<Jlnes  showed 
land  free  from  rodents.  Inf o-mal loti eelnS  steps  to  keep  their 

number  of  cases,  these  were  were  served  in  a  small 

Routine  treatments  of  the  mhit-" d  wlth  wlthin  a  short  neriod. 
out.  The  sewers  were  not  serioMlv^nfe^  dump  w‘ere  carried 

the  refuse  dump  was  heavilySinfested.infeSte<J’  bUt  fr0m  time  to  time, 

during  the  year,  the  result^^these  visith°hSand  vislts  to  premises 
of  five  thousand  rats  and  seven  hundrla  ™  3  f1??  estimated  number 

3f  infestations  to  dwelling-  hoi^pq  ,  ^  mice  killed.  The  majority 

to  domestic  poultry  keepers  whn  i  was  a§ain  found  to  be  mainly  due 
about  in  or  near  poultry'^ouses?  le3Ve  surPlua  feeding  stuffs  lying 

?as  not  foundynecessary?der  the  Preventlon  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 


■ 


OTHER  MATTERS* 

Housed  inspected  under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
Dwell-. nghouses  and  other  premises  inspected  under 
Public  Health  Acts. 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  with  regard  to  housing 
3  00  01111110(1813 ion  8nd  overcrowding  o 

Premises  other  than  above  regarding  nuisances, 
infectious  diseases  etc. 

Revisits  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Other  Inspections 

Pood  premises  . 

Slaughterhouses . * 

Dairies  . 

Bakehouses  . 

Moveable  dwellings  ... 

Informal  Notices 


Humber  of  notices  outstanding  from  1952 
Humber  of  notices  served 
Humber  of  such  notices  complied  with 
jHumber  of  notices  outstanding 

General 


Number 

Humber 

Number- 

Number 

Number 

Number 


3moke  abatement 


of  samples 
of  samples 
of  samples 
of  samples 
of  premises 
of  premises 


of  milk  taken 
of  ice  cream  taken 
of  water  taken  . . , 
of  sewage  effluent 
disinfected 
treated  for 


insect  pests 


126 

250 

77 

4 

14 


20 

75 

62 

33 


103 

24 

92 

0 

7 

5 


huisancef  oTtJo^f ?hf0ed  the  year  from  smoke 

smoke  was  emitted  in  too  great  f  quaStitv^ri^1?113  sh2we<J  that 
3toker  at  one  factory  it  h  hnnJ  arrfci^y.  A  new  type  of  automatic 

emission  of  grit;  2  the  olher^fil  ll  Prevent  this  and  also  the 
,  the  nuisance  from  smoke  in  the  Borough  is  only  small. 
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